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Part Balkan, part Mediterranean and 
rich in Greek, Roman and Ottoman 
history, Macedonia has a fascinating 
past and complex national psyche. 
Glittering Lake Ohrid and the historic 
waterside town of Ohrid itself have 
etched out a place for Macedonia on 
the tourist map, but this small nation 
is far more than just one great lake. 
Skopje may be the Balkans' most 
bonkers and unfailingly entertaining 
capital city, thanks to a government-
led building spree of monuments, 
museums and fountains. What has 
emerged is an intriguing jigsaw 
where ancient history and buzzing 
modernity collide. 
The rest of Macedonia is a stomping 
ground for adventurers. Tourist 
infrastructure is scant, but locals are 
unfailingly helpful. Mountains are 
omnipresent and walking trails 
blissfully quiet. The national parks of 
Mavrovo, Galičica and Pelister are 
also cultivating some excellent 
cultural and food tourism initiatives; 
these gorgeous regions are criminally 
underexplored. If you want to get off 
the beaten track in Europe, this is it. 
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How to get there? 
 
Skopje Alexander The Great International Airport 
offers daily departures to Austria, Croatia, Germany, 
Italy, Turkey, Serbia, Switzerland and UK. Many 
visitors drive from neighboring countries of Albania, 
Bulgaria, Greece, Kosovo and Serbia. Highways are 
modern and driving is quite easy. Gas stations and 
tollbooths are frequent but many offer free Wi-Fi. Only 
in the countryside, there are not many street signs and 
places can be hard to find. Even though the people are 
very friendly, language can be a barrier, especially in 
villages. You can drive by an interesting historic site or 
neighborhood restaurant, and easily miss it if you don’t 
know exactly where you are going. It is advisable to 
hire a car with a local driver who can also double as a 
guide. 

 
•   Alexander the Great Airport, 21km from Skopje, is 

Macedonia's main airport,  
•   Ohrid's St Paul the Apostle Airport is running a 

growing number of European international flight 
services. 

•   Macedonia has a well-developed railroad system. It 
is connected to Kosovo via Volkovo in the 
northwest, to Serbia via Tabanovci in the north and 
to Greece via Gevgelija in the southeast and via 
Kremenica in the southwest. Macedonia's main rail 
line between the Serbian and Greek borders, from 
Tabanovci to Gevgelija, is entirely electrified. The 
main train station in Macedonia is Skopje. 
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What to do ın Macedonıa? 
	  
Macedonia is a good place to visit. Villages, lakes, churches, 
monasteries, mountains and parks scatter the entire country, 
so it’s a good idea to spend a few days visiting several 
different regions. 
 
•   Skopje, the unusual capital 
•   Ohrid & the Lake 
•   Matka Canyon 
•   Kokino 
•   Saint John the Baptist Monastery 
•   St Naum OhridHeraclea Lyncestis 
•   Samuil Fortress 
•   Bay of Bones 
•   Makedonium 
•   Saint Panteleimon 

Ø   The dish that represents the city best is pastry with cheese 
triangles and olives and Skopsko beer is the city’s 
signature drink. 

Ø   The largest Roma community in Europe is just outside of 
Skopje 

Ø   The Museum of the Macedonian Struggle is the best 
museum to understand the nation’s history 

Ø   Matha Canyon, with its mystical nature that will fill you 
with invigorating energy 

Ø   Lake Ohrid with its astonishingly clear waters and 
stunning beaches for swimming  

Ø   Visiting the Old Bazaar  from Ottoman times. 
Ø   Take the tickets for opera, when the month of May is 

mentioned in Skopje, people usually refer to the May 
Opera Evenings. This festival of classical music is 
traditionally held in May and attracts many opera lovers. 

 
 



Skopje 
Skopje is the capital of the Republic of Macedonia, the City that lies in the heart of the Balkan Peninsula, at the crossroad of important 
communications, a city with a 2000 years old tradition. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Pavıllıon at Macedonıa Square 
Skopje also is a very attractive tourist destination with its fortress, cultural and historical monuments, archaeological sites, sport halls, caves in the 
canyon of the River Treska and Lake Matka and a health spa in the eastern part of the city. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Skopje Old Bazaar 
The Old Bazaar of Skopje was founded before 7 centuries and today it is one of the most famous landmarks in Skopje, the first one to be 
explored when visiting the town. Moreover, it is the biggest bazaar in the Balkans.   

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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The Skopje Fortress 
Skopje was inhabited for more than 4000 years before the birth of Christ. Throughout the centuries it was constantly destroyed and rebuild by many 
conquerors and nations until the devastating earthquake on July 26th 1963 where 90% of the city lied in ruins. Yet the city still managed to rise up from 
the ashes once again and restored its old glory. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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The Aqueduct 
Located north-west from Skopje, the aqueduct was built of stone and bricks with 55 arches supported on massive pillars.  

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Ohrıd Lake 
Bethlehem is home to the Church of the Nativity, built over the site where Jesus Christ is said to have been born. The stately church complex 
with its far-reaching historical significance, and the busy market vibe of the bazaar make this the number one highlight of the West Bank.  

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Samuıl Fortress 
In Byzantine times, Ohrid was a large, important city and cultural center. For a short time in the early 11th century, it was also the capital of a Slavic 
empire ruled by Car Samuil. His fortress, situated on the hill in the center of modern  Ohrid, crowns the city. Samuel’s fortress consumes the city’s 
skyline, and was once one of the most impregnable strongholds in the Balkans, with walls 3 km (1.8 m) long and 16 m (52 ft) high. Today, 18 
towers and four gates still remain from the original structure. With its strategic location overlooking the town and the lake, it provides an ideal place 
for taking in the whole panorama of Ohrid and its surroundings. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Matka Canyon 
Timna Park, near Eilat, is one of the most beautiful corners of the Negev. The landscapes here have a visceral quality, which enchant all who 
visit, with towering cliffs and surreally-shaped boulders set between vast tracts of multi-hued sand 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Kokıno 
One of the most popular archaeological sites and the forth-oldest megalithic observatory in the world recognised by NASA, Kokino is listed 
side by side with ancient observatories as Stonehenge (Great Britain), Abu Simbel (Egypt) and Angkor Wat (Cambodia). 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Saınt John The Baptıst Monastery 
Being as it is - an extraordinarily unique construction - St. Kaneo is indeed one of the most beautiful churches in Macedonia as well as in the 
whole Balkan region. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Monastery of Saınt Naum 
The icons of St. Naum are some of the best religious painting achievements in the Balkans. They date from the first half of the 18th century. 
The wood-carved iconostasis itself was made in 1711 by an unknown artisan. The most  visited monestary of Macedonia  with its exeptional 
natural setting 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  

Beyond your dreams 



Bıtola 
Bitola is located on an important strategic and trade point near the Greek boarder at the base of Pelister Mountain which presents one of the 
three National Parks in Macedonia. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Bay of Bones 
Bay	  of	  Bones	  is	  an	  authen.c	  reconstruc.on	  as	  part	  of	  the	  se2lement	  da.ng	  back	  between	  1200	  and	  700	  BC.	  A	  Roman	  military	  for.fica.on	  has	  
been	   reconstructed	  on	   the	  hill	   above	   the	  Bay	  of	  Bones	   simultaneously	  with	   the	   construc.on	  of	   the	   se2lement	   and	   the	  Water	  Museum	  as	   to	  
enrich	  the	  tour	  with	  a	  feeling	  of	  prehistory	  and	  an.que. 

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Plaoshnık or Saınt Panteleımon 
Plaoshnik or Saint Panteleimon, is an archaeological site and holy place situated 250 metres below Tsar Samoil's Fortress in Ohrid. The whole 
complex is under protection due to its cultural and historical values.  

Major Attractıons ın Macedonıa	  
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Macedonıan  Cuısıne 
	  
The food in Macedonia is influenced by 
European, Turkish and Slavic cuisines. Use of 
herbs and spices add unique flavor to dishes 
cooked with care and precision. Macedonians 
tend to eat locally grown foods that are found 
in season. Practically everything is made from 
scratch in conventional ways. Sheep farms, 
vineyards and fruit orchards are found all over 
the country. 
 
Traditional Macedonian dishes include Tavče 
gravče (beans in skillet), Ajvar (roasted red bell 
pepper dip), Pinđur (summer pepper dip), 
Malidzano (eggplant salad), Kebapchinya (mini 
kebabs of beef), Polneti Piperki (green bell 
peppers stuffed with rice, meat and cheese), 
Burek (baked or fried phyllo filled with cheese, 
meat or vegetables), Pastrmalija (savory pie), 
and Pleaskavitsa (mixed meat burger patty). 
Desserts made of phyllo dipped in sugar syrup 
and topped with nuts are very similar to those 
found in Turkey. Baklava, Ekler and Tulumba 
are enjoyed with strong Turkish coffee. 
Macedonian meals can last for several hours 
and often past midnight. 

Tavče gravče, Ajvar, Malidzano, Kebapchinya, Polneti 
Piperki, Burek, Tulumba, Pleaskavitsa, Pastrmalija	  


