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Turkey 
Turkey is often referred to as the world’s 
largest open air museum. For centuries, the 
Anatolia Peninsula has welcomed dozens of 
cultures, but the Romans and the Ottomans 
left the most lasting footprint. The country 
can be described as a nation of contrasts, 
boasting a natural, historical, and 
contemporary attractions. From the golden 
shores of the Aegean coast to the rocky 
outcrops of the Anatolian Plateaus, Turkey 
has the potential to be one of the finest 
holiday destinations in Europe. 
 
But make no mistake, Istanbul is the heart 
of the country. It straddles both Europe and 
Asia, and was once the capital of the 
Byzantine and Ottoman Empires. Blessed 
with a substantial number of attractions, it’s 
unlike anywhere else on Earth. 
 
Outside the main hubs, Turkey still has a lot 
to explore. Beach lovers will adore 
Oludeniz, while the Aegean region is also 
home to exciting Roman architecture, 
including the town of Ephesus and the 
ancient settlements of Aspendos. Also on 
most itineraries is the UNESCO World 
Heritage listed Mount Nemrut, and the 
picturesque terraces of Pamukkale. The 
latter is often referred to as the Cotton 
Castle, as the terraced slopes are white with 
cotton plants, yet filled with therapeutic hot 
spring water. Visitors can also fly or take a 
train across the country to Ani, which 
contains stunning Armenian ruins. 
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How to get 
there? 
	  
Getting here is easy as 
Istanbul itself has two 
international airports, 
although the larger one is 
referred to as Ataturk. In 
the center of the country, 
Ankara connects Turkey to 
the rest of Europe. The rail 
network is somewhat 
dated, but trains are 
available, albeit not the 
most efficient means of 
travel. Buses are cheaper 
and, more-often-than-not, 
faster. Rental cars are 
becoming more popular 
each year. The roads are 
generally well-kept, and 
many open motorways 
help divert unnecessary 
traffic away from busy 
downtown areas. 



Beyond your dreams 

What to do ın 
Turkey? 
 
Turkey has an abundance of fascinating ancient, 
traditional, natural, and modern sites to explore. 
However, what will really surprise travelers are 
the contrasting landscapes, creating a great 
variety of things to do. The country is renowned 
for its turquoise waters, golden-sand beaches, 
and constant blanket of Aegean/Mediterranean 
sunshine that makes for perfect water sports 
conditions. On the opposite end of the spectrum, 
the country boasts an important highland region 
that receives heavy snow in the dead of winter. 
This means plenty of opportunities for skiing 
between December and March. 
 
Beaches are among the most beautiful features of 
Turkey. Most are located along the Aegean and 
the Mediterranean coasts, in the Marmara region. 
One of the most famous spots is Oludeniz, which 
boasts the bluest water and exceptionally white 
sand. 
 
Follow the footsteps of emperors in Istanbul 
Laze on the beautiful beach of Oludeniz 
Explore the ancient wonders of the Roman 
civilization in Ephesus 
Scuba dive the clear waters of the Aegean Sea 
Hike to discover the mesmerizing sites of 
Cappadocia 
Witness a sunset at Mount Nemrut 
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Istanbul 
The mosques, bazaars, and Turkish baths of Istanbul could keep you happily occupied for your entire trip: an eyeful of breathtaking 
architecture here, a good-natured haggle over a carpet there. Kick your trip off at the awe-inspiring Sultan Ahmet Camii (Blue Mosque), which 
is visible from many points of the city. Stroll the Galata Bridge and stop by the Miniaturk Park to see its tiny artifacts. The Grand Bazaar has 
thousands of shops to browse, while the Egyptian Bazaar is a fragrant trove of spices and fruits. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Hagıa Sophıa Museum 
ituated within the city of Istanbul, the Hagia Sophia Museum is set in a former basilica. For more than 1,000 years, this was one of the largest 
enclosed spaces in Europe. It became a mosque when the Ottomans arrived in the 15th century. In 1935, the city transformed it into a museum, 
showcasing the history of Islamic and foreign influences on Turkey.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Blue Mosque 
Also within Istanbul, the fabulous Blue Mosque is one of the Islamic world’s most illustrious structures and gets its name from the blue-tiled 
interior walls. Built between 1609 and 1616, the mosque once stood as the center of Islamic faith within the Ottoman Empire. Its founder’s 
tomb is also found inside, but the highlight is its beautiful high ceiling, adorned with 20,000 tiles of intricate styling.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Topkapı Palace 
After the conquest of Istanbul by Mehmed the Conqueror at 1453, construction of the Topkapı Palace was started at the year 1460 and 
completed at 1478 . Palace was built upon a 700.000 squaremeters area on an Eastern Roman Acropolis located at the Istanbul Peninsula 
between Sea of Marmara, Bosphorus and the Golden Horn. Topkapı Palace, was the administrative, educational and art center of the Empire for 
nearly four hundred years since Mehmed the Conqueror until Sultan Abdulmecid who is the thirty-first Sultan. Although Palace was abandoned 
by the Ottoman Dynasty by moving to the Dolmabahçe Palace at middle 19th century, Topkapı Palace was protected its importance everytime. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Grand Bazaar 
The Grand Bazaar (Kapalıçarşı) in Istanbul is one of the largest covered markets in the world with 60 streets and 5,000 shops, and attracts 
between 250,000 and 400,000 visitors daily. It is well known for its jewellery, hand-painted ceramics, carpets, embroideries, spices and antique 
shops. Many of the stalls in the bazaar are grouped by type of goods, with special areas for leather, gold jewellery and the like.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Bosphorus 
One of the best ways to get a feel for Istanbul is to take a cruise on the legendary Bosphorus. Begin the tour with a brief visit to the 17th 
century Spice Bazaar, one of Istanbul's most colorful and bustling attractions. Then hop aboard your ferry for a cruise along the Bosphorus, the 
majestic strait that runs through Istanbul, linking Europe and Asia. From your cruise boat, you can view the dramatic sights lining the 
Bosphorus' wooded shores: mosques, a bridge that for a time was the world's longest, the massive Rumelihisar fortress, the 19th century 
mansions of the Ottoman elite and the Sultan's fanciful gingerbread palaces and hunting lodges. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Istanbul Prınces Islands 
There is no better way to escape the bustle of Istanbul for a day than with a visit to the idyllic Princes’ Islands. Enjoy cool breezes and charming sights 
along the way to Büyükada, the largest Island in the chain. Famous for their mild climates, lush vegetation, and ornate Ottoman Houses, all the islands 
are  unspoiled by traffic. Instead of cars there are carriages, called phaetons, which we will use to tour the island and its beautiful scenery studded with 
elegant mansions draped with purple bougainvillea, reminiscent of a more leisured and graceful era. We will enjoy our lunch at the best of one of the 
many excellent fresh fish restaurants that line the waterfront, gazing across the Asian shore of Istanbul, so close -  though it feels worlds away. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Cappadocıa  
Cappadocia is a renowned region within Anatolia. It is home to many ancient sites, but the more famous attraction is the strange Fairy Chimney 
rock formations found throughout the area. One of the most important towns in the region is Goreme, which boasts houses and buildings cut out 
from the surrounding cliff faces. Tourists can also enjoy some memorable sightseeing from the air, as hot-air ballooning is one of the more popular 
activities.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Ephesus 
On the western coastline is the ancient town of Ephesus. This destination is one of the most important historical sites in Turkey and Asia 
Minor, as plenty of Roman ruins can be found throughout the city. Some of the most important landmarks include the Temple of Artemis (one 
of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World), the Temple of Hadrian, the Temple of Domitian, Odeon, and part of the Basilica of St. John. 
Allow yourself at least a whole day to truly embrace the beauty and magnificence of the area.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Pergamon 
The ancient city of Pergamon is a former Greek community close to the Aegean Coast. There are plenty of ancient sites found within this old 
settlement, including the famous Temple of Trajan. The Serapis Temple is another landmark, and three kilometers to the south is the Sanctuary 
of Asclepius. The Great Altar of Pergamon is often regarded as the heart of the city, although it is now located inside a museum in Berlin (but 
the base still stands). There are also royal palaces, the Heroon and the Upper Agora to enjoy. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Antalya 
Antalya is a city where three out of four seasons are spring and the other is summer, where you can ski on a magnificent mountain in the 
morning and swim in the deep blue waters of the Mediterranean in the afternoon. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Aspendos 
The town of Aspendos holds some of Turkey’s most beloved ancient Roman sites. Built in the 2nd century AD, the Aspendos Theater was 
originally used during the rule of Marcos Aurelius for performances, holding a capacity of 20,000. Due to ongoing maintenance to keep the 
facility fully restored, it is one of Europe’s most beautiful Roman attractions and sees thousands of visitors every year.. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Mount Nemrut 
One of the most important sites in the country, Mount Nemrut is a World Heritage peak in the Taurus Mountain range. There are a number of 
ancient statues - although mainly just their heads - located on the mountain. In the afternoon, the sunset provides a spectacular setting for 
tourists looking to take memorable photographs. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Troy 
Troy is the name of the Bronze Age city featured in the Trojan War of ancient Greek oral and literary tradition and the name given to the 
archaeological site in the north west of Asia Minor (now Turkey) which has revealed a large and prosperous city occupied over millennia. 
There has been much scholarly debate as to whether mythical Troy actually existed and if so whether the archaeological site was the same city; 
however, it is now almost universally accepted that the archaeological excavations have revealed the city of Homer’s Iliad. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Pamukkale 
Pamukkale has been made eternally famous by the gleaming white calcite travertines (terraces) overrunning with warm, mineral-rich waters on 
the mountain above the village – the so-called ‘Cotton Castle' (pamuk means 'cotton' in Turkish). Just above the travertines lies Hierapolis, 
once a Roman and Byzantine spa city, which has considerable ruins and a museum. 
 
Unesco World Heritage status has brought measures to protect the glistening bluffs, and put paid to the days of freely traipsing around, but the 
travertines remain one of Turkey’s singular experiences. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Sumela Monastery 
The Greek Orthodox Monastery of the Virgin Mary, better known as Sumela Monastery, 46km south of Trabzon, is one of the Black Sea 
coast's historical highlights. Founded in the 4th century AD, it was abandoned in 1923 after the creation of the Turkish Republic and the 
'exchange of populations'. Its highlight is the main church, with damaged but stunningly coloured frescoes both inside and out.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  



Beyond your dreams 

Konya 
An economic powerhouse that is religiously inspired and a busy university city that's as conservative as they come: Konya treads a delicate 
path between its historical significance as the home town of the whirling dervish orders and a bastion of Seljuk culture, and its modern 
importance as an economic boom town. The city derives considerable charm from this juxtaposition of old and new.  

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Safranbolu 
Safranbolu's old town, known as Çarşı, is a vision of red-tiled roofs and meandering alleys chock-a-block full of candy stores and cobblers. 
Having first found fame with traders as an isolated source of the precious spice saffron, Safranbolu now attracts people seeking to recapture 
the heady scent of yesteryear within the muddle of timber-framed mansions now converted into quirky boutique hotels. Spending the night 
here is all about soaking up the enchanting Ottoman scene – all creaky wooden floors, exuberantly carved ceilings and traditional cupboard-
bathrooms. A day at the old hamam or browsing the market shops and revelling in the cobblestone quaintness is about as strenuous as it gets, 
but if history begins to feel a bit like old news, then hiking in the wondrous Yenice Forest nearby, remapped and rediscovered, will show you 
exactly why Unesco stamped this region as a World Heritage site in 1994. 

Major Attractıons ın Turkey	  
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Turkısh 
Cuısıne	  
Turkey	   is	   a	   meat-‐lover’s	  
paradise	  and	  when	  it	  comes	  
to	   hearty	   meals,	   they	   take	  
the	  cake.	  Many	  of	  the	  larger	  
ci=es	  have	  an	  abundance	  of	  
interna=onal	  restaurants,	  so	  
travelers	   looking	   for	  a	   taste	  
of	   home	   will	   have	   no	  
t r o u b l e 	   fi n d 	   a n	  
establishment	   to	   their	  
liking.	   However,	   tradi=onal	  
Turkish	  cuisine	   is	  abundant,	  
inexpensive	   and	   delicious.	  
Local	   flavors	   come	   from	   a	  
mix	  of	  surrounding	  cultures,	  
including	   Mediterranean,	  
Central	   Asian	   and	   Middle	  
Eastern.	   From	   sit-‐down	  
restaurants	   to	   street	   kebab	  
stalls,	   there	   are	   plenty	   of	  
op=ons.	   The	   nightlife	   in	  
Turkey	   is	   centered	   around	  
the	   larger	   conurba=ons	  
where	   both	   local	   and	  
foreign	   beverages	   can	   be	  
purchased.	  Many	   clubs	   and	  
pubs	  are	  open	  un=l	  the	  sun	  
comes	  up. Mantı, menemen, lamb tandır, lahmacun, shish kebab, baklava, Turkish delight   


