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Slovenıa 
Touching the Alps with a toe in 
the Adriatic Sea and bordered by 
Italy, Austria, Croatia, and 
Hungary, the small nation of 
Slovenia considers itself firmly at 
the heart of the European 
continent. While the Republic of 
Slovenia has only technically 
existed since 1991, the lands have 
been a notable part of European 
history since humans settled the 
area around 5,500 years ago. 
Slovenia has rotated between the 
Roman Empire, the Hapsburg 
monarchy, and communis t 
Yugoslavia, finally joining the 
European Union independently in 
2004. 
Slovenia is a mountainous country 
with a high annual rainfall that 
keeps it lush and green. The 
combina t ion of wate r and 
limestone has resulted in a 
number of globally significant 
cave systems. From the Alps to 
the Black and Adriatic seas, 
S l o v e n i a i s d o t t e d w i t h 
breathtaking peaks, waterfalls, 
lakes, and rivers. From the huge 
underground canyons of the 
Škocjan Caves to the lush 
landscapes of Triglav National 
Park, Slovenia has a number of 
natural attractions which are ideal 
for exploration and outdoor 
activities. 
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How to get 
there? 
 
Ljubljana Jože Pučnik 
Airport (LJU) is Slovenia’s 
main international airport. 
T h e a i r p o r t  h a s  a n 
information center, bars, 
restaurants, and duty-free 
shops.  
 
An alternate point of entry is 
to fly into Pula Airport in 
n e i g h b o r i n g C r o a t i a . 
Serving roughly 350,000 
passengers a year. 
 
Serving Slovenia as well as 
northeastern Italy, Trieste 
A i rpo r t ha s r egu la r ly 
scheduled flights. 
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What to do ın 
Slovenıa? 
Slovenia’s natural beauty is complimented by a rich 
culture and history. From the quaint, fortified fishing 
village of Piran to the medieval delights of the capital, 
Ljubljana, to the castles and chapels of charming 
countryside towns like the lakeside Bled, Slovenia is a 
compelling destination for travelers looking for 
variety and inspiration. Slovenia is also a wine-
producing region, so it’s a great place to tour the 
vineyards, old stone cellars, farmhouses, and 
cafés.Hop between sun-kissed islands brimming with 
fascinating medieval history and idyllic Dalmatian 
coastal charms. 
 
•   Take a picture of the famous Dragon Bridge while 

stepping back in time on the streets of Ljubljana’s 
Old Town 

•   Tour the enormous Postojna Caves 
•   Relax in the healing waters of a thermal spa at 

Radenska 
•   Explore the lake, chapels, and castle of picturesque 

Lake Bled 
•   Visit the World Heritage site Škocjan Caves at 

Divača 
•   Watch the sun go down in historic, seaside Piran 
•   Climb the steps to the scenic Slap Sevica Waterfall 

at Triglav National Park 
•   See the world’s oldest grapevine at Maribor as 

designated by the Guinness Book of World 
Records 



Beyond your dreams 

Ljubljana 
Slovenia's capital and largest city also happens to be one of Europe's greenest and most liveable capitals. Indeed, the European Commission 
awarded Ljubljana with the coveted Green Capital of Europe title for 2016. Car traffic is restricted in the centre, leaving the leafy banks of the 
emerald-green Ljubljanica River, which flows through the city's heart, free for pedestrians and cyclists. In summer, cafes set up terrace seating 
along the river; it almost feels like a nightly street party. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Ljubljana Castle 
Crowning a 375-metre-high hill east of the Old Town, the castle is an architectural mishmash, but most of it dates to the early 16th century 
when it was largely rebuilt after a devastating earthquake. It’s free to ramble around the castle grounds, but you’ll have to pay to enter the 
Watchtower, the Chapel of St George, to see the worthwhile Exhibition on Slovenian History, visit the new Puppet Theatre and take the Time 
Machine tour. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Prešeren Square and Ljubljana Old Town 
Pretty, oval-shaped Prešeren Square is the hub of Ljubljana where several main roads, including the shopping street of Čop Street converge. In 
the center of the square is a statue of Slovenia’s most famous poet, Dr France Preseren, surrounded by many fine buildings from the Vienna 
Succession (early 1900’s), notable for their colorful geometric designs. The famous pink 17th century Franciscan Church of the Assumption 
can also be found here. Largely pedestrianized, this is a good area to explore on foot and the Ars Magna Association run free tours that start 
from the square. The surrounding streets have many cafés, bars, and shops to enjoy and are linked to the Old Town by Ljubljana’s famous 
Dragon Bridge. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Gorıška Brda 
Picture-perfect Goriška Brda (‘Gorica Hills’) is a tiny wine-producing region that stretches from Solkan west to the Italian border. It's a 
charmer, reminiscent of Tuscany, full of rolling hills topped with small settlements and churches, its hillsides lined with grapevines and 
orchards. 
In addition to its grapes and wine, Goriška Brda is celebrated for its fruit and olive oil, in particular its cherries (usually available from early 
June). 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Pıran 
Picturesque Piran (Pirano in Italian), sitting pretty at the tip of a narrow peninsula, is everyone’s favourite town on the Slovenian coast. Its Old 
Town – one of the best-preserved historical towns anywhere on the Adriatic – is a gem of Venetian Gothic architecture, but it can be a mob 
scene at the height of summer. In quieter times, it’s hard not to fall instantly in love with the atmospheric winding alleyways, the sunsets and the 
seafood restaurants. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Tartını Square Pıran 
Many years of occupation by the Venetians resulted in a different architectural character in sections of Slovenia including the fortified fishing 
village of Piran. Once home to pirates who disrupted the nearby trade routes, the village sits on a finger of land jutting out into the Adriatic Sea. 
Its pink, yellow, and whitewashed buildings with red tiled roofs are reminiscent of an Italian seaside town. Historic Tartini Square is at the 
center; an oval-shaped public square that was once a marina, but now paved with white stone after being silted up. In the center stands a statue 
of the famous Slovenian violinist Giuseppe Tartini, who was born in Piran. The square is home to a number of notable historic buildings, 
including a beautiful red Venetian Gothic mansion, the oldest in the area, and the Church of St George, which has an ornate interior with a 
painted ceiling and lovely views from the bell tower.  

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Lake Bled 
With its emerald-green lake, picture-postcard church on an islet, a medieval castle clinging to a rocky cliff and some of the highest peaks of the 
Julian Alps and the Karavanke as backdrops, Bled is Slovenia's most popular resort, drawing everyone from honeymooners lured by the over-
the-top romantic setting to backpackers, who come for the hiking, biking, watersports and canyoning possibilities. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Bled Castle 
A photographer’s dream, the 1,000-year old romantic Bled Castle sits atop a rock overlooking picturesque Lake Bled. Set around two 
courtyards, the impressive structure has a tower, a drawbridge and a moat. Most of the visible portion dates back to the Middle Ages and the 
vaulted interior of the 16th century chapel is decorated with frescoes. The castle has a museum with historic artifacts, including a peacock 
brooch from the 6th century. After taking in a documentary in the Knights Hall, travelers can create a souvenir coin at the Castle Forge or get a 
printed memento from a replica Gutenberg press in the Castle Printing Works. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Postojna Caves 
The amazing caverns of the 12.5 mile Postojna cave system were formed by the waters of the Pivka River carving and dripping through the 
rock. An easy daytrip from Bled or Ljubljana, there are three miles of caves open to the public that have been an established tourist attraction 
for 180 years. Visitors enter via a thrilling 1.2 mile train ride followed by a guided walking tour. The caves feature stalactites and stalagmites, 
and a number of insects and amphibians, including the olm, a large pale pink-and-white amphibian unique to the area. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Škocjan Caves 
Touring the huge, spectacular subterranean chambers of the 6km-long Škocjan Caves is a must. This remarkable cave system was carved out 
by the Reka River, which enters a gorge below the village of Škocjan and eventually flows into the Dead Lake, a sump at the end of the cave 
where it disappears. It surfaces again as the Timavo River at Duino in Italy, 34km northwest, before emptying into the Gulf of Trieste. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Old Vıne House 
Slovenes have been producing wine since before Roman times. Today, the country has over 28,000 wineries, making mainly whites, most of which 
are destined for domestic consumption. There are three main wine districts: the Littoral, the Lower Sava Valley and the Drava Valley. The Drava 
Valley is the largest and home to the oldest grapevine on the planet as recorded by the Guinness Book of World Records. It is over 400 years old 
and sits outside the quaint Old Vine House on the banks of the Drava River in Maribor, but the wine made from these special grapes is reserved for 
national and international dignitaries. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Church of the Holy Trınıty 
What attracts most people to this little church is the famous Dance of Death or Danse Macabre, a fresco that shows 11 skeletons leading the 
same number of people forward to a freshly dug grave. A 12th holds open a coffin. The doomed line-up includes peasants, kings, cardinals, and 
even a moneylender (who attempts to bribe his skeletal escort with a purse): all are equal in the eyes of God. 

Major Attractıons ın Slovenıa 
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Slovenıan 
Cuısıne	  
In every corner of Slovenia, visitors are 
pleasantly surprised by new and different 
cul inary del icac ies and by the 
autochthonous wines a long the 
numerous Wine Roads that crisscross its 
three winegrowing regions. Slovene 
wines are popularly served with 
homemade sausage specialties, karst 
prsut (prosciutto) dried in the bora wind, 
and other original Slovene dishes. 

Veal and buckwheat dumplings, 
Belokranjska povitica, Bujta repa, 
Potica, Ajdovi žganci, Štruklji 


