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Russıa 
The world’s largest country, 
the vast land of Russia 
stretches from the western 
shores of Europe to the far 
e a s t A s i a c o a s t l i n e . 
Inextricably interwoven 
with world history, Russia 
was a tribal melting pot of 
Ta r t a r s , Huns , F inns , 
Vi k i n g s , T u r k s , a n d 
Mongols, all of whom have 
left their mark on today’s 
culture and civilization. 
The topography of the huge 
landmass is as varied as its 
origins, from volcanic 
hotspots to frozen Siberian 
wastelands and the great 
cities of Moscow and St 
Petersburg. Through the 
years, Russia continues to 
attract increasing numbers 
o f  v i s i t o r s t o i t s 
magnificence and mystery. 
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How to get 
there? 
 
Moscow has three airports, 
with Domodedovo the largest 
and the main arrivals hub for 
visitors to Russia. Located 
26 miles southeast of the 
city, the complex handles 
more than 25 mi l l i on 
passengers a year at its single 
terminal, which is divided 
i n t o  d o m e s t i c  a n d 
international concourses. 
Transaero and S7 Airlines 
offer the most flights with 
d o m e s t i c r o u t e s a n d 
international f l ights to 
Europe, the US and resort 
destinations. 
 
St Petersburg is served by 
P u l k o v a I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Airport, with its domestic 
and international terminals 
located 11 and 12 miles from 
the city. Annual passenger 
throughput totals around 10 
million, with Terminal 2, 
reconstructed in 2003, 
handling all international 
flights.  
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What to do ın Russıa? 
 
Russia’s highlights are its two major cities, crammed 
with architectural masterpieces on a grand design. 
Moscow’s biggest landmark is Red Square, home to 
St Basil’s Cathedral and the Kremlin. The former 
Imperial city of St Petersburg holds the Winter 
Palace, the Hermitage Museum, and many other 
magnificent buildings. The picturesque Golden Ring 
towns and cities surround Moscow and are known 
for their historical sights, while remote Kamchatka 
lies in an active volcanic region of hot springs and 
geysers with brown bears casually roaming the 
streets. 
 
Russia’s reputation as a cruel, harsh country of 
extremes may be true in regards to its politics, 
climate and topography, but its diverse people are 
some of the friendliest, proudest and most loyal once 
you get to know them. 
 
•   Moscow, with its landmarks, amazing Metro 

stations, world-class museums, and cultural 
glories 

•   St Petersburg for breathtaking architecture, the 
Hermitage Museum, and Imperial heritage 

•   Freezing Irkutsk, Russia’s most easterly city 
•   The Tartar heartland of the Volga region and 

Kazan city 
•   Spectacular, volcanic Kamachatka for its hot 

springs and brown bears 
•   Lake Baikal, the deepest lake in the world, and 

its surrounding landscapes 
•   Kizhi Island in Lake Onega, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site for its open-air cultural museum 
•   Siberia’s massive rivers, lakes, tundras, steppes, 

forests, and snowy isolation 
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Moscow 
Moscow lives and breathes Russian history, from the ancient Kremlin on the city's founding site to the ubiquitous legacy of the Soviet period. 
Yet the history is not staid: on every visit I witness it unfolding in the here and now. The metro expands in every direction. Old factories and 
power plants are converted into art centres and nightlife hubs. Bans on imported food inspire an innovative locavore movement.  

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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St Basıl’s Cathedral 
Set on the Red Square in the heart of Moscow, the Russian Orthodox St Basil’s Cathedral is the country’s icon thanks to its colorfully 
decorated spires and domes. Built in 1555 on the order of the infamous Tsar Ivan the Terrible, the cathedral commemorates the bloody 
conquests of Kazan and Astrakhan. Now part of the Kremlin UNESCO World Heritage site, its internal core contains eight side churches 
arranged in perfect symmetry around a central building. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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The Kremlın 
Overlooking the Moskva River and Red Square, the massive fortifications of the Moscow Kremlin citadel enclose four palaces and four 
cathedrals. Originally the residence of Russian Tsars, it’s now home to the current President of the Russian Federation. Most of the buildings 
seen today were constructed in the 15th and 16th centuries on the foundation of earlier structures or in the 18th century for Catherine the Great 
and all have spectacularly intricate interiors. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Lenın’s Mausoleum 
Set in Red Square in Moscow, the mausoleum contains the embalmed body of Vladimir Lenin. Once a place of pilgrimage for Russians, it is still 
an interesting attraction to visit, especially since the site grants access to the graves of other famous Soviet leaders along the Kremlin walls. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Suzdal 
Suzdal is located on the left bank of the Kamenka River 26 km north of Vladimir. It is often called a city-museum of the Golden Ring, as it has 
preserved its original appearance and boasts an abundance of historical monuments, ancient Russian art and architecture. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Sergıev Posad 
Blue-and-gold cupolas offset by snow-white walls – this colour scheme lies at the heart of the Russian perception of divinity and Sergiev 
Posad’s monastery is a textbook example. It doesn’t get any holier than this in Russia, for the place was founded in 1340 by the country’s most 
revered saint, St Sergei of Radonezh. Since the 14th century, pilgrims have been journeying here to pay homage to him. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Armoury 
The Armoury dates to 1511, when it was founded under Vasily III to manufacture and store weapons, imperial arms and regalia for the royal 
court. Later it also produced jewellery, icon frames and embroidery. To this day, the Armoury contains plenty of treasures for ogling, and 
remains a highlight of any visit to the Kremlin. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Red Square 
Immediately outside the Kremlin’s northeastern wall is the celebrated Red Square, the 400m-by-150m area of cobblestones that is at the very 
heart of Moscow. Commanding the square from the southern end is St Basil’s Cathedral. This panorama never fails to send the heart aflutter, 
especially at night. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Gorky Park 
Moscow's main escape from the city within the city is not your conventional expanse of nature preserved deep inside an urban jungle. It is not a 
fun fair either, though it used to be one. Its official name says it all – Maxim Gorky's Central Park of Culture & Leisure. That's exactly what it 
provides: culture and leisure in all shapes and forms. Designed by avant-garde architect Konstantin Melnikov as a piece of communist utopia in 
the 1920s, these days it showcases the enlightened transformation Moscow has undergone in the recent past. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 



Beyond your dreams 

Moscow Metro 
The Moscow Metro is a rapid transit system serving Moscow, Russia and the neighbouring Moscow Oblast cities of Krasnogorsk, Reutov, 
Lyubertsy and Kotelniki. Opened in 1935 with one 11-kilometre  line and 13 stations, it was the first underground railway system in the Soviet 
Union. As of 2017, the Moscow Metro excluding the Moscow Central Circle and Moscow Monorail has 206 stations and its route length is 
339.1 km making it the fifth longest in the world. The system is mostly underground, with the deepest section 84 metres underground at the 
Park Pobedy station, one of the world's deepest. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Bolshoı Theatre 
An evening at the Bolshoi is still one of Moscow’s most romantic and entertaining options for a night on the town. The glittering six-tier 
auditorium has an electric atmosphere, evoking over 240 years of premier music and dance. Both the ballet and opera companies perform a range 
of Russian and foreign works here. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Bolshoi was marred by politics, scandal and frequent turnover. Yet 
the show must go on – and it will. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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St Petersburg 
Created 300 years ago by Peter the Great as his ‘window on the west’, St Petersburg is a city unlike any other in Russia or, indeed, in the 
whole of Europe. Its grand beauty, wealth of cultural treasures and the intrigue of its rich history make it unforgettable. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Major Attractıons ın Russıa 

St Petersburg Wınter Palace and the Hermıtage Museum 
A monumental palace–museum with massive Baroque frontage reflects the power and wealth of Imperial Russia, and was built in 1728 on the 
site of Tsar Peter the Great’s first palace. Constantly enlarged over the centuries, its Hermitage Museum is the greatest in the world, with over 
three million priceless artworks and artifacts from Russia, Europe, and Asia, displayed in a magnificent setting. 
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Peterhof 
Set on the Baltic Sea within the Gulf of Finland, Peterhof was the imperial estate of Tsar Peter the Great, and holds several palaces in a 
glorious park decorated with waterfalls and landscaped by Italian architect Giacomo Quarenghi and English designer James Meders. The 
highlight is the Grand Palace with ornate gilded statues and elaborate interior, fronted by the Grand Waterfall. Damaged during WWII, the 
palace has been fully restored to its original form. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Tsarskoe Selo 
Known as the Russian Versailles, Tsarskoe Selo sits on the edge of St Petersburg and is famous for its classic palaces, Lyceum, and 
magnificent architecture. Founded in 1708, its layout and culture were inspired by Tsar Peter the Great and based on European models. The 
town’s highlight is the Catherine Palace, home to Tsar Peter’s wife, Empress Catherine. It was extensively rebuilt for the Empress Elizabeth 
some 50 years later under the supervision of famous Italian architect Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Peter and Paul Fortress 
The first and most important building raised in the Imperial City of St Petersburg, Peter and Paul Fortress is set on the exact spot where Tsar 
Peter the Great buried a casket containing a relic of St Andrew as the foundation for his city. Constructed during the war with Sweden, the 
fortress intended to serve as a buffer against Swedish incursion and naval attacks, but the war ended before the building was even completed. 
The day of its inauguration became the day the great city was founded with the castle at its historic center. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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St Isaac’s Cathedral 
Once the largest cathedral in all of Russia, St Isaac’s was founded in 1818 and completed by 1858 under the direction of French architect 
Auguste Montferrand. Its magnificent gilded dome looms over the St Petersburg cityscape, and its extraordinary facades, statues and exquisite 
mosaics are a reminder of the wealth of Imperial Russia. Its pillars are made of lapis lazuli and malachite, and the altar is backed by a massive 
stained glass window. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Yusupov Palace 
Best known as the place where the monk Rasputin was murdered by Prince Yusupov in 1916, Yusupov Palace gives a glimpse into the life of 
the Imperial family in its last days as the rulers of Russia. Highlights include the Moorish Room smothered in mosaics, the secret compartment 
in the Pool Room, and the fabulous 180-seat Rococo theater that is now a concert venue. The mystery surrounding Rasputin’s murder was 
never solved and as the story goes, the notorious ‘mad monk’ was first poisoned and shot four times at close range, When his body was found 
in the river, the autopsy revealed he had drowned. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Fabergé Museum 
The magnificently restored Shuvalovsky Palace is home to the world's largest collection of pieces manufactured by the jeweller Peter Carl 
Fabergé (including nine imperial Easter eggs) and fellow master craftsmen and -women of pre-revolutionary Russia. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Catherıne Palace 
The centrepiece of Tsarskoe Selo, created under Empresses Elizabeth and Catherine the Great between 1744 and 1796, is the vast baroque 
Catherine Palace, designed by Rastrelli and named after Peter the Great’s second wife.The interiors are superb, with highlights including the 
Great Hall, the Arabesque Hall, the baroque Cavalier's Dining Room, the White State Dining Room, the Crimson and Green Pilaster Rooms, 
the Portrait Hall and, of course, the world-famous Amber Room. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Kızhı Island 
Set in lovely Lake Onega, Kizhi Island is Russia’s largest open-air museum of traditional life and a UNESCO World Heritage site. The 
complex is historic, cultural, and of natural beauty, and holds 83 reconstructed traditional wooden buildings, including chapels, peasant 
homesteads, granaries, barns, windmills, and more. Local peasant life in Old Russia is depicted here and the museum’s highlight is the Church 
of the Transfiguration with 22 domes. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 



Beyond your journey 

Kazan 
The capital city of Tatarstan, Kazan is famous for its ancient Kremlin, set along the banks of the Volga River. It’s a UNESCO World Heritage 
citadel, containing the beautiful Cathedral of the Annunciation and the Soyembika Tower. Part of Russia since Tatarstan’s surrender to Ivan the 
Terrible in 1552, Kazan is now a center for culture of the Tartar people and home to the famous Kirov Ballet company. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Gorıtsy 
The small village of Goritsy is home to Europe's largest monastery, the immense 14th-century Kirillov-Belozersky monastery. The village of 
Goritsy itself is populated by just 600 people, who live in traditional painted wooden izbas, or log cabins, and continue to make a living 
through fishing and farming. If you walk around the back roads of the village, it reveals dozens of beautiful houses decorated with intricate 
wooden carvings and offers the chance to buy local crafts and 
homemade snacks. 

Major Attractıons ın Russıa 
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Russıan Cuısıne	  
Russian cuisine is a collection of the different cooking traditions of the Russian people. The cuisine is 
diverse, with Northern European, Central European and Middle Eastern influences as Russia is by area the 
largest country in the world. Russian cuisine derives its varied character from the vast and multi-cultural 
expanse of Russia. Moreover, it is necessary to divide Russian traditional cuisine and Soviet cuisine, which 
has its own peculiarity. Its foundations were laid by the peasant food of the rural population in an often 
harsh climate, with a combination of plentiful fish, pork, poultry, caviar, mushrooms, berries, and honey. 
Crops of rye, wheat, barley and millet provided the ingredients for a plethora of breads, pancakes, pies, 
cereals, beer and vodka. Soups and stews are centered on seasonal or storable produce, fish and meats. 
Such food remained the staple for the vast majority of Russians well into the 20th century. 

Borsch / Borscht, Russian pancakes, Russian salad, Smoked salmon or salted herring, Shashlik /
Shashlyik, Russian dumplings, Stroganoff,  Blini 


