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Lebanon 
Long known as a conflict 
zone, Lebanon can make for 
an adventurous holiday 
destination as long as you 
stay abreast of local security 
issues. The country is 
steeped in centuries of 
complex and intriguing 
h i s t o r y a n d c u l t u r e , 
evidenced by the plethora of 
ruins and museums to tell 
the tale, the site of some of 
the world’s most beautiful 
beaches and nature reserves; 
all while also home to a 
people so hospitable and 
welcoming that travelers 
will not want to leave. 
 
Lebanon is a beautiful 
country and diverse enough 
to make for a var ied 
experience. With mountains, 
nature reserves and coastal 
areas, it has enough to offer 
even the most hardened of 
travelers. While many areas 
are off limits due to the 
political situation, the area is 
destined to become an 
attractive and off-the-beaten 
path vacation spot once the 
security improves. 
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H o w  t o 
get there? 
 
Rafic Hariri Airport in 
Beirut is the country’s 
o n l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
gateway and thus the 
only way to get into 
Lebanon by air. The 
airport services a range 
of airlines from a host 
of different regions, 
including the Middle 
East, Europe and Asia.  
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What to do ın Lebanon? 
 
Lebanon offers its guests a wide variety of things to 
do, ranging from outdoor adventures to culture and 
relaxation. The country’s diverse natural environment 
makes for wonderful outdoor escapes. Whether it’s 
skiing during winter, hiking or exploring the 
country’s oceans in summer, there's something to fill 
every adrenaline-seeker’s itinerary. 
 
Lebanon has an amazingly diverse environment, with 
many of the popular attractions found in nature. From 
the well-recognized Pigeon Rocks to the country’s 
world class vineyards, Lebanon does not disappoint. 
There are also several important historical sites worth 
a visit. The Gibran Museum is extremely popular 
with literatary buffs, while the Baalbek ruins offer 
travelers a well-preserved idea of ancient Roman life 
in the region. 
 
•   Hike and trek through the country’s stunning 

mountain ranges 
•   Take in local history and culture at the Khalil 

Gibran Museum 
•   Browse for souvenirs in the colorful and aromatic 

souks 
•   Explore the many caves in the Jeita Cavern 

complex 
•   Enjoy wine tastings at Lebanon’s award-winning 

wineries 
•   Appreciate the vast natural beauty of the Al Shouf 

Cedar Nature Reserve 
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Beırut 
If you’re looking for the real East-meets-West so talked about in the Middle East, you need look no further than Beirut. Fast-paced, fashion-
conscious and overwhelmingly friendly, it's not a relaxing city to spend time in – it's too crowded, polluted and chaotic for that – but its 
magnificent array of museums, restaurants, bars and clubs make it an essential stop on every Lebanese itinerary. In fact, the country is so 
small, and day trips to every city and major site so easy, that most travellers tend to base themselves here for their entire visit. 

Major Attractıons ın Lebanon 
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Pıgeon Rocks 
One of Lebanon’s most famous landmarks, Pigeon Rocks is an incredible natural formation in the Mediterranean Ocean. The rocks jut out of 
the sea and arch together, making for a spectacular sight. They are best viewed at sunset or sunrise, which are also the best times for taking 
photographs. While they can be viewed from the pathway leading the sea to city, there are also opportunities to take a boat and get an up-close 
look at these natural wonders. 

Major Attractıons ın Lebanon 
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Al Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve 
The largest nature reserve in the country covering an area over 200 square miles, Al Shouf is famous for its abundant cedar trees. While these 
are the main attraction for most visitors, the reserve is also home to a large variety of flora and fauna. Outdoor-enthusiasts will be pleased by 
the plethora of hiking trails in the park which provide ample opportunity for seeing the majestic inhabitants up close. 

Major Attractıons ın Lebanon 
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Square ın Deır Al-Qamar 
The main square is a showcase of fine Arab architecture, including the Mosque of Emir Fakhreddine Maan, built in 1493, and, behind it, a 
cobbler's souq housing shops and cafes. Above and behind the souq is a silk khan built in 1595 that now houses a French Cultural Centre. Nearby 
are handsome buildings that once housed a Jesuit school and a synagogue, as well as the Palace of the poet Nicolas el-Turq, which has a cafe on 
its ground floor. 

Major Attractıons ın Lebanon 
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Beıteddıne Palace 
One of the highlights of the Chouf mountains is the early 19th-century Beiteddine Palace, located in the otherwise unexceptional Beiteddine 
village around 50km southeast of Beirut. 
Sitting majestically on a hill surrounded by terraced gardens and orchards, Beiteddine Palace was built over a period of 30 years in the early 
19th century by Emir Bashir Chehab II, Ottoman-appointed governor of the region. Its name means ‘House of Faith’, acknowledging the older 
Druze hermitage that originally occupied the site. 

Major Attractıons ın Lebanon 
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Byblos 
Location of Archaeological Site on map© Mapbox© OpenStreetMap contributors 
A restored 12th-century Crusader castle surrounded by a 10m-wide dry moat is located just inside the entrance to Byblos' atmospheric 
archaeological site, which incorporates Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Greek and Roman ruins. There are panoramic views over the ruins and harbour 
from the castle's rooftop and crenellated towers – be sure to climb the stone staircases to the top of the donjon (fortified central tower) to 
appreciate these. Inside, there's a small museum and a room with information panels outlining the city's history. 

Major Attractıons ın Lebanon 
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Lebanon Cuısıne	  
Lebanese fare is arguably the tastiest and most diverse in the Middle East. Vegetables are at the forefront of every menu and are guaranteed to be locally 
produced and therefore as fresh and delicious as ever. Popular ingredients include herbs like mint, parsley and coriander, and fruits like melons, tangerines 
and figs. While Lebanese cuisine can be found everywhere, even on most street corners, there is also a wide range of international dining options. 

Baba Ghanoush, Kibbeh, Mahogany Eggplant with Labneh and Pomegranate, Grape leaf rolls, Cinnamon, Hummus and tabbouleh, Orange 
blossom water and rose water, Sambusak 


