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Italy 
Italy (Italian: Italia) is a country in 
Southern Europe. Together with 
Greece, it is acknowledged as the 
birthplace of Western culture. Not 
surprisingly, it is also home to the 
greatest number of UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites in the world. 
High art and monuments are to be 
found everywhere around the 
country. 
 
It is also famous worldwide for its 
delicious cuisine, its trendy fashion 
industry, luxury sports cars and 
motorcycles, diverse regional 
cultures and dialects, as well as for 
its beautiful coast, alpine lakes and 
mountain ranges (the Alps and 
Apennines). No wonder it is often 
nicknamed the Bel Paese (the 
Beautiful Country). 
 
Two independent mini-states are 
surrounded entirely by Italy: San 
Marino and Vatican City. While 
technical ly not part of the 
European Union, both of these 
states are also part of the Schengen 
Area and the European Monetary 
Union (EMU). Apart from different 
police uniforms, there is no evident 
transition from these states and 
Italy's territory, and the currency is 
the same. Italian is also the official 
language in both countries. 



Beyond your dreams 

How to get 
there? 
Italy is a member of the Schengen 
Agreement. 
 
There are no border controls 
between countries that have signed 
and implemented this treaty - the 
European Union (except Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Ireland, Romania 
and the United Kingdom), Iceland, 
L i e c h t e n s t e i n , N o r w a y a n d 
Switzerland.  
Intercontinental airlines mainly 
arrive in Rome and Milan, with 
Rome being the main international 
gateway into the country. 
 
Direct connection by train with 
eastern Europe (Croatia, Hungary, 
Romania, Serbia and Slovenia) no 
longer exists. The only way to reach 
Italy by train from these countries is 
via Vienna or Villach; it's also 
possible reach by train Nova Gorica 
(in Slovenia, then cross the border 
by foot and take a train in Italy in 
the railway station of Gorizia. 
 
There are several ferries departing 
from Greece, Albania, Montenegro 
and Croatia. Most of them arrive at 
Venice, Ancona, Bari and Brindisi. 
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What to do ın 
Italy? 
Unsurprisingly, Italy has the largest number 
of UNESCO World Heritage sites in the 
world, and has often been described as one 
big living museum. It’s also one of the 
globe’s most popular tourist destinations for 
its northern mountains, the central Eternal 
City of Rome and its fabulous southern 
beaches. Whatever makes an ideal vacation, 
Italy has it, with delicious food and wine, 
warm, sunny, summers, and great nightlife 
as a bonus. 
 
Highlights 
•   Rome – the Eternal City for 2,000 years, 

home to innumerable UNESCO World 
Heritage sites 

•   Venice, one of the north’s Byzantine 
cities, with its canals and ancient 
palaces 

•   The museums of Florence with their 
Renaissance masterpieces 

•   The stunning Amalfi coastline, one of 
the world’s most spectacular drives 

•   Pompeii, Herculaneum and Vesuvius, all 
in the Bay of Naples area 

•   The Basilica of St Francis at Assisi and 
its surrounding Franciscan sites 

•   The Va t i can Museum and the 
breathtaking ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel 

•   Pisa’s iconic Leaning Tower and 
splendid cathedral 
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Rome 
The result of 3000 years of ad hoc urban development, Rome's cityscape is an exhilarating spectacle. Ancient icons such as the Colosseum, 
Roman Forum and Pantheon recall the city’s golden age as caput mundi (capital of the world), while its many monumental basilicas testify to its 
historical role as seat of the Catholic Church. Lording it over the skyline, St Peter’s Basilica is the Vatican’s epic showpiece church, a towering 
masterpiece of Renaissance architecture. Elsewhere, ornate piazzas and showy fountains add a baroque flourish to the city's captivating streets. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Vatıcan Museum and Sıstıne Chapel 
Within Vatican City is the residence of the Pope, the Apostolic Palace, closed to the public except for the Sistine Chapel with its glorious 
ceiling frescoes and Last Judgment panel, painted by Michelangelo and considered to be on of his greatest works. The Vatican Museum is one 
of the world’s greatest, with its superb collections of sculpture and art from antiquity through the 19th century categorizing the history of 
human civilization. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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St Peter’s Basılıca 
The greatest of all Christendom’s places of worship, St Peter’s Basilica began in 1506 on the burial site of St Peter, apostle and first Bishop of 
Rome, whose tomb is reputedly beneath the main altar. The magnificent cathedral took 120 years to finish and involved Michelangelo, Bernini, 
Raphael, Bramante, and several other Italian greats to perfect its Renaissance-Baroque design. Michelangelo’s Pieta is the premier sculpture 
among many in the chapels and niches. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Colıseum 
Set in the heart of ancient Italy, the Coliseum is the largest Roman amphitheater of all time and a world-famous landmark. Built in 72 AD on the 
order of Emperor Vespasian, its partially-ruined state is due to the great earthquake of 1349 and subsequent tremors over the centuries. Originally 
it was the site of many epic gladiator contests and the rumored place of the martyrdom of hundreds of early Christians. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Naples 
Overlooked by the volcanic cone of still-active Vesuvius, the center of Naples is a UNESCO World Heritage site for its 2,500 years of history 
reflected in an unbroken architectural line connecting Italy’s Greek and Roman times. Churches containing elements dating back to the 4th and 
5th centuries are here, and the imposing Castell del’Ovo was constructed as a fortified monastery in the 11th century. Palaces and piazzas stand 
as they did centuries ago. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Pompeıı 
A flourishing Roman town just across the bay from Naples, Pompeii was destroyed in a flash by a massive pyroclastic cloud during the 79 AD 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Now a UNESCO World Heritage site, its architectural treasures and human remains are displayed in the Naples 
Museum, and walking its eerie, stone-paved streets give a sense of time stopped still in the doomed city. 20,000 people died within minutes, and 
the city is preserved in exact detail. Nearby Herculaneum suffered the same fate. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Pantheon 
A striking 2000-year-old temple, now a church, the Pantheon is the best preserved of Rome’s ancient monuments and one of the most 
influential buildings in the Western world. Built by Hadrian over Marcus Agrippa’s earlier 27 BC temple, it has stood since around AD 125, 
and although its greying, pockmarked exterior looks its age, it's still a unique and exhilarating experience to pass through its vast bronze doors 
and gaze up at the largest unreinforced concrete dome ever built. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Venıce 
Never was a thoroughfare so aptly named as the Grand Canal, reflecting the glories of Venetian architecture lining its banks. At the end of Venice’s 
signature waterway, the Palazzo Ducale and Basilica di San Marco add double exclamation points. But wait until you see what’s hiding in the 
narrow backstreets: neighbourhood churches lined with Veroneses and priceless marbles, Tiepolo’s glimpses of heaven on homeless-shelter 
ceilings, and a single Titian painting that mysteriously lights up an entire basilica. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Venıce’s Grand Canal 
The heart of romantic Venice lies along the Grand Canal, virtually unchanged since the city’s heyday 600 years ago. It is set on the Rialtine 
Islands, the largest in the lagoon and lined with spectacular Renaissance palaces. Immortalized in Canaletto’s paintings, the canal is an Italian 
attraction in its own right and a boat trip here is a journey back in time. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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St Mark’s Basılıca 
One of the greatest examples of Byzantine architecture, St Mark’s Basilica fronts the Piazza of St Mark and is connected to the Palace of the 
Doges, who were the historic rulers of the Republic of Venice. The richness and opulence of its design symbolized the vast wealth and power of 
Italy from the 11th to the 18th century, and its exuberant decoration was the result of Venice’s trade with the Orient. Every vessel plying the Asian 
trade routes brought back marbles, carvings, friezes and columns from ancient buildings, all of which were added to the facade and interior.  

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Florence 
Few cities are so compact size or so packed with extraordinary art and architecture masterpieces at every turn. The urban fabric of this small city, 
on the banks of the Arno river in northeastern Tuscany, has hardly changed since the Renaissance and its narrow cobbled streets are a cinematic 
feast of elegant 15th- and 16th-century palazzi (palaces), medieval candle-lit chapels, fresco-decorated churches, marble basilicas and world-class 
art museums brimming with paintings and sculptures by Botticcelli, Michelangelo et al. Unsurprisingly, the entire city centre is a Unesco World 
Heritage site. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Florence Uffızı Museum 
Set in the ornate palace built for Cosimo I de Medici in 1560, the Uffizi Museum holds the most comprehensive collection of Renaissance art 
anywhere on earth. Botticelli’s Primavera and Birth of Venus are here, along with artworks from Renaissance geniuses Michelangelo, Rafael, 
Giotto, Titian and Caravaggio. Exploring these galleries gives an unforgettable overview of the birth of Western art in a stunning setting once 
inhabited by members of Italy’s most famed and corrupt ancient families. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Duomo 
Florence's Duomo is the city's most iconic landmark. Capped by Filippo Brunelleschi's red-tiled cupola, it's a staggering construction whose 
breathtaking pink, white and green marble facade and graceful campanile (bell tower) dominate the medieval cityscape. Sienese architect Arnolfo 
di Cambio began work on it in 1296, but construction took almost 150 years and it wasn't consecrated until 1436. In the echoing interior, look out 
for frescoes by Vasari and Zuccari and up to 44 stained-glass windows. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Mılan 
Milan is truly more about the lifestyle of enjoying worldly pleasures: a paradise for shopping, football, opera, and nightlife. Milan remains the 
marketplace for Italian fashion – fashion aficionados, supermodels and international paparazzi descend upon the city twice a year for its spring and 
autumn fairs. 
Milan is famous for its wealth of historical and modern sights - the Duomo, one of the biggest and grandest Gothic cathedrals in the world, La 
Scala, one of the best established opera houses in the globe, the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele, an ancient and glamorous arcaded shopping gallery, the 
Brera art gallery, with some of the finest artistic works in Europe, the Pirelli tower, a majestic example of 1960s modernist Italian architecture, the 
San Siro, a huge and famed stadium, or the Castello Sforzesco, a grand medieval castle and the UNESCO's World Heritage Site Santa Maria alle 
Grazie Basilica, containing one of the world's most famous paintings: Leonardo da Vinci's The Last Supper. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Leanıng Tower Pıazza deı Mıracolı or Fıeld of Mıracles ın Pısa 
One of Italy's signature sights, the Torre Pendente truly lives up to its name, leaning a startling 3.9 degrees off the vertical. The 56m-high tower, 
officially the Duomo's campanile (bell tower), took almost 200 years to build, but was already listing when it was unveiled in 1372. Over time, the 
tilt, caused by a layer of weak subsoil, steadily worsened until it was finally halted by a major stabilisation project in the 1990s. 

Major Attractıons ın Italy 
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Italıan Cuısıne	  
Italian cuisine is one of the world’s most-loved gastronomies, and for good reason. It’s healthy, delicious and varies from province to province, utilizing 
olive oil, fresh vegetables, herbs, cheese, pastas, meats and seafood to create a peasant-based food perfectly matched to the rich, red Italian wines. Some 
recipes date back as far as the Roman era, but the regional diversity didn’t begin until after the fall of Rome when the individual city states began 
developing their own styles. 

Pizza, Lasagna, Fiorentina Steak, Ossobuco, Risotto, Truffles, Truffles 


