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Iran 
Iran is an incredibly culturally 
and historically rich country. Its 
past dates back to the Lower 
Paleolithic era and is considered 
to be one of the oldes t 
civilizations in the world, which 
means it is home to some of the 
most incredible archaeological 
sites on the planet. On the other 
hand, a little known fact about 
Iran is that it is the 18th largest 
country in the world, and its 
size and geographic location 
bridge Asia and the Middle 
East. These attributes make Iran 
a fascinating and diverse place 
to visit and explore. 
 
Iran was known as Persia until 
1935 and their long and colorful 
h i s t o r y o f  l i t e r a t u r e , 
mathematics, astronomy, and 
philosophy is well documented. 
Persia was an important center 
of arts and music, and the 
amazing history can still be 
seen today. Today, Iran is 
officially known as the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, but since its 
political history has been 
tumultuous, the number of 
western travelers to the country 
is l imited, adding to i ts 
mysticism. 
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How to get 
there? 
	  
T h e r e i s o n e m a i n 
international airport in 
Iran, Imam Khomeini, 
which is the main gateway 
for visitors to the country. 
There are currently no 
direct flights from North 
America so visitors can 
connect through Europe or 
the Middle East in Vienna, 
Frankfurt, Istanbul, Dubai, 
Kuwait, or Abu Dhabi. 
Airlines that currently fly 
in to Tehran inc lude : 
Jazeera Airways, Iran Air, 
Caspian Airlines, Austrian 
Air, Air Arabia, Lufthansa, 
and Pegasus Airlines. 
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What to do ın Iran? 
Iran is home to some of the leading archaeological 
sites in the world, but the country also has excellent 
outdoor activities for visitors to do. The range of 
attractions highlight the geographical diversity of 
Iran itself: the cold north bordering the Caspian Sea 
with its tall mountains to the warmer south, 
straddling the Persian Gulf. Visitors can chose from 
desert, water or peak regions for entertainment. 
 
•   Enjoy skiing in Dizin, with some of the best 

powder, reasonable prices and few tourists 
•   Explore the ruins of Persepolis, which date back 

over 2,500 years 
•   Visit the world-class museums in Tehran, the 

Carpet Museum and the National Museum of 
Iran 

•   Hike or ride a camel through one of the Iranian 
deserts 

•   Enjoy the beautiful ocean and marine life in 
southern Iran along the Persian Gulf and the 
Gulf of Oman 

•   Take in the beautiful views over Tehran from the 
top of Milad Tower 

•   Visit the architectural marvel of the Golestan 
Palace 

•   Soak in history and culture by exploring the 
archaeological sites dotted around the 
countryside, including Isfahan and Bisotun 
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Tehran 
Hugging the lower slopes of the magnificent, snowcapped Alborz Mountains, Tehran is Iran’s most secular and liberal city. Spend time here – 
as you should – and you'll soon realise that the city is so much more than a chaotic jumble of concrete and crazy traffic blanketed by a miasma 
of air pollution. This is the nation's dynamic beating heart and the place to get a handle on modern Iran and what its future will likely be. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Sa’ad Abad Palace 
With an area of more than 110 hectares, there lays Sa’ad Abad complex at the foot of the Alborz ranges, north of Tehran, situated to the west of 
Golab Dareh and east of Velenjak quarters. 
It was first the summer residence of Qajar kings, and then turned into Reza Shah’s summer residence following expansion and annexation of 
some other quarters. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Golestan Palace 
The glories and excesses of the Qajar rulers are played out across this complex of grand buildings decorated with beautifully painted tiles and 
set around an elegant garden that's worth visiting in its own right. There are separate tickets for nine different sections, which you need to buy at 
the gate: the ones worth paying extra for are the Main Halls, which includes the spectacular Mirror Hall, and the Negar Khaneh (Iranian 
Painting Gallery). 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Azadı Tower 
The inverted-Y-shaped Azadi Tower, built in 1971 to commemorate the 2500th anniversary of the first Persian empire, is one of Tehran's visual 
icons. Designed by Hossein Amanat, it ingeniously combines modern architecture with traditional Iranian influences, most notably the iwan-
style of the arch, which is clad in 8000 pieces of white marble. It's worth going inside to see the complex structural engineering that forms the 
bones of the design and for the view from the gallery at the top. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  



Beyond your dreams 

Esfahan 
Esfahan is Iran’s top tourist destination for good reason. Its profusion of tree-lined boulevards, Persian gardens and important Islamic buildings 
gives it a visual appeal unmatched by any other Iranian city, and the many artisans working here underpin its reputation as a living museum of 
traditional culture. Walking through the historic bazaar, over the picturesque bridges and across the Unesco-listed central square are sure to be 
highlights of a holiday. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Imam Khomeını Square 
Formerly known as Naqsh-e-Jahan Sq (Image of the world), it is a World Heritage Site with all three monuments around it registered in 
UNESCO’s list. Shah Abbas I, started his royal project of constructing this square and the bazaar as well as the palace and mosques around it in 
1612. Visitors to Esfahan love this square and keep coming back there to see and enjoy its beauty.jewellery and the like.  

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Masjed-e Shah 
This elegant mosque, with its iconic blue-tiled mosaics and its perfect proportions, forms a visually stunning monument at the head of 
Esfahan's main square. Unblemished since its construction 400 years ago, it stands as a monument to the vision of Shah Abbas I and the 
accomplishments of the Safavid dynasty. The mosque's crowning dome was completed in 1629, the last year of the reign of Shah Abbas. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Bazar-e Bozorg 
One of Iran’s most historic and fascinating bazaars, this sprawling covered market links Naqsh-e Jahan (Imam) Sq with the Masjed-e Jameh. At its 
busiest in the mornings, the bazaar’s arched passageways are topped by a series of small perforated domes, each spilling shafts of light onto the 
commerce below. While the oldest parts of the bazaar (those around the mosque) are more than a thousand years old, most of what can be seen today 
was built during Shah Abbas’ ambitious expansions of the early 1600s. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Abyaneh Vıllage 
Serenely situated at the foot of Mt Karkas (3899m), the ancient village of Abyaneh is a warren of steep, twisting lanes and crumbling red mud-
brick houses with lattice windows and fragile wooden balconies. It’s testament to both the age and isolation of Abyaneh that the elderly residents 
speak Middle Persian, an earlier incarnation of Farsi that largely disappeared some centuries ago, and many men still dress in the traditional wide-
bottomed trousers and black waistcoats. Women's clothing features hejabs that cover the shoulders and are traditionally strewn with printed or 
embroidered red flowers. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Chehel Sotun Palace 
Built as a pleasure pavilion and reception hall, using the Achaemenid-inspired talar (columnar porch) style, this beautifully proportioned palace 
is entered via an elegant terrace that perfectly bridges the transition between the Persian love of gardens and interior splendour. The 20 slender, 
ribbed wooden pillars of the palace rise to a superb wooden ceiling with crossbeams and exquisite inlay work. Chehel Sotun means ‘40 pillars’ 
– the number reflected in the long pool in front of the palace. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Masjed-e Sheıkh Lotfollah 
Punctuating the middle of the arcades that hem Esfahan's largest square, this study in harmonious understatement complements the 
overwhelming richness of the larger mosque, Masjed-e Shah, at the head of the square. Built between 1602 and 1619 during the reign of Shah 
Abbas I, it was dedicated to the ruler’s father-in-law, Sheikh Lotfollah, a revered Lebanese scholar of Islam who was invited to Esfahan to 
oversee the king’s mosque (now the Masjed-e Shah) and theological school. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  



Beyond your dreams 

Kakh-e Alı Qapu 
Built at the very end of the 16th century as a residence for Shah Abbas I, this six-storey palace also served as a monumental gateway to the 
royal palaces that lay in the parklands beyond (Ali Qapu means ‘Gate of Ali’). Named after Abbas’ hero, the Imam Ali, it was built to make an 
impression, and at six storeys and 38m tall, with its impressive elevated terrace featuring 18 slender columns, it dominates one side of Naqsh-e 
Jahan (Imam) Sq. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Church Kelısa-ye Vank 
Built between 1648 and 1655 with the encouragement of the Safavid rulers, Kelisa-ye Vank in the Armenian neighbourhood of Jolfa is the 
historic focal point of the Armenian Church in Iran. The sumptuous interior is richly decorated with restored wall paintings full of life and 
colour, including gruesome martyrdoms and pantomime demons. The highlight of the museum (separate admission IR80,000) is a fabulous 
collection of illustrated gospels and Bibles, some dating back as far as the 10th century. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Persepolıs 
Probably the most famous archaeological site in Iran is Persepolis, the center of the Achaemenid Empire. Persepolis dates back to 500 BC and 
is an important cultural site made up of various buildings. A UNESCO World Heritage site since 1979, the main building to explore is the 
Apadana (Audience Hall), which is the largest in the city, and was once considered big enough to accommodate 10,000 people. The detail on 
the many reliefs adorning the buildings is truly astounding for how old and well preserved they are. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Chogha Zanbıl 
Built in 1250 BC, the Chogha Zanbil, or "Basket Mound," is an ancient Elamite town. Various elements of the town are still in excellent 
condition and the ziggurat, a stepped pyramid, is considered to be one of the most well preserved in the world. The remnants of the royal 
palace and the royal tomb were Iran’s first UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Bagh-e Naranjestan 
Named after the bitter oranges that line the central courtyard, this is Shiraz’s smallest but most lovely garden. Enclosing the delightful 
Naranjestan-e Ghavam Pavilion it was laid out as part of a complex owned by one of Shiraz’s wealthiest Qajar-era families. The pavilion’s 
mirrored entrance hall opens onto rooms covered in a myriad of intricate tiles, inlaid wooden panels and stained-glass windows. Particularly 
noteworthy are the ceilings of the upstairs rooms, painted with European-style motifs, including Alpine churches and busty German frauleins. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  



Beyond your dreams 

Masjed-e Jameh 
Soaring above the old city, this magnificent building is graced with a tiled entrance portal (one of the tallest in Iran), flanked by two 48m-high 
minarets and adorned with inscriptions from the 15th century. The exquisite mosaics on the dome and mihrab, and the tiles above the main 
western entrance to the courtyard are masterpieces of calligraphy, evoking sacred names in infinitely complex patterns. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  



Beyond your dreams 

Amır Chakhmaq Mosque Complex 
The stunning three-storey facade of this Hosseinieh is one of the largest such structures in Iran. The rows of perfectly proportioned sunken 
alcoves are at their best and most photogenic in late afternoon, when the copper-coloured sunlight is captured within each alcove and the 
towering exterior appears to glow against the darkening sky. New two-storey arcades hem the pedestrianised square and illuminated fountains 
lend an attractive foreground to the splendid vista at night. Only the 1st floor of the structure is accessible. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Khan-e Tabatabaeı 
Built around 1880, Seyyed Jafar Tabatabei’s house is renowned for its intricate stone reliefs, including finely carved cypress trees, delicate 
stucco, and striking mirror and glass work. The seven elaborate windows of the main courtyard (most houses sport only three or five) are a 
particular wonder, designed to illustrate the high social status of the owner. The house is arranged around four courtyards, the largest of which 
boasts a large pond with fountains, helping to keep the courtyard cool. From mid-afternoon (depending on the month), sunlight and stained 
glass combine to bathe some rooms in brilliant colour. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Bagh-e Fın 
Designed for Shah Abbas I in the 16th century, this delightful garden with its symmetrical proportions, old cedars, spring-fed pools and 
fountains is renowned as being the very epitome of the Persian garden and its evocation of heaven. Given its influence in the planning of 
gardens as far afield as India and Spain, Fin Garden, which lies in the suburb of Fin, 9km southwest of central Kashan, has justly earned a 
place on the Unesco World Heritage list. 

Major Attractıons ın Iran	  
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Iranıan 
Cuısıne	  
Iranian or Persian cuisine is 
as varied as the country’s 
geography and culture. The 
country’s food has been 
heavi ly inf luenced by 
n e i g h b o r i n g r e g i o n s , 
including both Central Asia 
and the Middle Eastern. 
Typical dishes include ash e 
anar, a soup made from 
pomegranate seeds, kebabs, 
roasted meat served with 
rice, and tah chin, a type of 
rice cake made with saffron 
stuffed with chicken. There 
are also an array of flat 
breads available. Visitors 
should remember that Iran is 
a Muslim country and pork 
is not eaten here. Tehran has 
the most varied restaurants 
available, with visitors to 
areas outside the capital 
advised to simply choose 
the busiest and cleanest 
looking establishments to 
dine at. 

Falude, Tahdig, Tahchin Morgh, Bastani Sonnati, Gormeh Sabzi, Chelo kebab, 
Sangak, Khoresh Gheymeh, Shirini Nargili 


