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Azerbaıjan 
Selling itself as the 'Land of Fire', 
Azerbaijan (Azəәrbaycan) is a tangle 
of contradictions and contrasts. 
Neither Europe nor Asia, it's a 
nexus of ancient historical empires, 
but also a ‘new’ nation rapidly 
transforming itself with a super-
charged gust of petro-spending. 
The cosmopolitan capital, Baku, 
rings a Unesco-listed ancient core 
w i t h d a z z l i n g 2 1 s t - c e n t u r y 
architecture and sits on the oil-rich 
Caspian Sea. In the surrounding 
semi-desert are mud volcanoes and 
curious fire phenomena. Yet barely 
three hours’ drive away, timeless 
rural villages, clad in lush orchards 
and backed by the soaring Great 
Caucasus mountains are a dramatic 
contrast. In most such places, 
foreigners remain a great rarity, but 
in return for a degree of linguistic 
dexterity, you'll find a remarkable 
seam of hospitality. And a few rural 
outposts – from village homestays 
to glitzy ski- and golf-hotels – now 
have have the odd English speaker 
to assist travellers. 
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H o w  t o 
get there? 
The national airline, 
being the “Azerbaijan 
A i r l i n e s ” ( A Z A L ) 
opera tes f rom the 
H e y d a r A l i y e v 
International Airport 
Baku, and the country’s 
other airports (Ganja, 
Lenkoran, Zaqatala and 
Qabala) with flights 
within the country and 
all over the world. 
Direc t and t rans i t 
flights to Azerbaijan 
are also provided by 
numerous international 
airlines. 
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What to do ın 
Azerbaıjan? 
 
Once the center of some of the oldest civilizations in 
existence, Azerbaijan is still one of the youngest 
nations in the world. Many historic, cultural, and 
natural attractions await visitors in this former Soviet 
nation. Located in the Caucasus-Caspian region, its 
strategic location gives it a unique mixture of sights 
and sounds influenced by neighboring Iran, Russia, 
Armenia, and Turkey. Azerbaijan’s name is actually 
derived from an ancient Turkish tribe that once 
resided in the country and means “brave man” or “the 
fire keeper.” 
•   Take a Baku city tour to see the Old City, Maiden 

Tower, Taza Bazaar, and Shirvanshahs’ Palace 
•   Drive to the Sheki Region to explore the 

mountains near Georgia and to see the lovely 
Sheki, which is well known for the Silk Road, 
great cuisine and friendly locals 

•   Climb the Beshbarmaq Dag or Five Finger 
Mountain, one of Azerbaijan’s holiest animist 
areas 

•   Shop for copper products in the town of Lahic in 
the Persian mountain range. It’s also an excellent 
hiking destination. 

•   Watch Yanar Dag (Fire Mountain) for the 
billowing flames 

•   Visit Surakhany’s Ateshgah Fire Temple to learn 
about Zoroastrianism and to witness ritual dances 

•   Explore the Teze Bazaar’s local flavors and 
unique finds 

•   See the Mud Volcanoes of Qobustan and head to 
the site of the petroglyphs from the Bronze and 
Stone ages 
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Baku 
Azerbaijan’s capital is the architectural love child of Paris and Dubai…albeit with plenty of Soviet genes floating half-hidden in the 
background. Few cities in the world are changing as quickly and nowhere else in Eurasia do East and West blend as seamlessly or as 
chaotically. At its heart, the Unesco-listed Old City (İçəәri Şəәhəәr) lies within an exotically crenelated arc of fortress wall. Around this are 
gracefully illuminated stone mansions and pedestrianised tree-lined streets filled with exclusive boutiques. In the last decade, countless towers 
have mushroomed, dwarfing or replacing tatty old Soviet apartment blocks. Some of the finest new builds are jaw-dropping masterpieces. 
Meanwhile romantic couples canoodle their way around wooded parks and hold hands on the Caspian-front bulvar (promenade), where greens 
and opal blues make a mockery of Baku’s desert-ringed location. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Icherı Sheher 
A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Icheri Sheher is Baku’s walled old town which can be walked in just one day. Main attractions include the 
strange and mysterious Qiz Qalasi or Maiden’s Tower (7th to 12th century) and The Palace of the Shirvan Shahs, which is the city’s 
centerpiece. The Maiden’s Tower offers an excellent vantage point for 360-degree views of Baku. Icheri Sheher is 22 hectares large and 
contains hundreds of cultural and historic monuments. The fortress walls are about 3.5 meters thick and 8 to 10 meters tall. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Palace of the Shırvans 
With a few exceptions, Azerbaijan lacks any major architectural wonders from the golden age of the Silk Road. That is except for the 
UNESCO World Heritage listed "Walled city of Baku with Maiden's Tower and Sirvanshah's Palace. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Maıden's Tower 
Paris has it's Eiffel Tower. In Moscow, St. Basil's Cathedral draws them in. In Rome, it's the Colosseum. Athens, its Acropolis. And in Baku-
the distinguishable architectural landmark is none other than the Maiden Tower. Azerbaijanis are incredibly proud of this monument that is 
shrouded in mystery and legend even though scholars and historians are unable to speak with absolute authority about its origins. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Quobustan Museum 
Also known as, “Gobustan,” this open-air museum is home to Neolithic rocks with ancient drawings that date back 12,000 years. Home to some of 
Azerbaijan’s famous mud volcanoes, these wonders of nature may spontaneously erupt or spout flames. They are also known for their medicinal 
qualities, as is the case of the Firuz Crater. Tourists flock to Gobustan to hear the one-of-a-kind musical Gaval Dash gemstone, which makes a 
sound similar to that of a tambourine when hit.  

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Atashgah Fıre Temple 
Located in the Absheron Peninsula, the Atashgah Fire Temple, also called the “Temple of the Fire-Worshippers,” is a religious historical castle 
in the suburb of Surakhani. Currently a museum and a World Heritage site, it is shaped like a pentagon and has a courtyard with a tetrapillar 
altar in the center, which are surrounded by cells for monks. Flames randomly erupt from the floor due to the high concentration of oil and 
natural gas in the area. The Azerbaijan place dates back to the 17th and 18th centuries and was abandoned in 1883 because of the oil boom. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Azerı Natıonal Costume Museum 
Housed in one of Baku’s most resilient structures, the Azeri National Costume Museum was opened in 1995. Also known as “Doll Museum” its 
collection of hand-woven Azerbaijan dolls wearing traditional costumes is an impressive highlight. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Caravansaraı 
Caravansarai is among Sheki’s most distinctive historical monuments. Sheki Khans constructed the building as part of the five stops for 
caravans passing through the Silk Road to and from China. Nowadays, it is a preferred stop for travelers who want to eat or stay for a while, 
especially since a part of it has been transformed into a hotel. Even visitors who can’t stay are welcome to admire the lovely architecture. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Khınalug 
Located in northeastern Azerbaijan, Khinalug is a remote, but stunning mountain village that once served as the hub for Zoroastrianism. The 
present-day inhabitants are believed to be the descendants of Caucasus Albanians. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Khansaraı 
The Palace of the Sheki Khans, this is yet another must-see attraction in Sheki. It was constructed by Khan Hussein in celebration of the 
independence of the city as a Sheki Khanate. Aside from the majestic palace, Khansarai is known for its fortifications and gardens. The palace is 
the summer home for the Khans, so it is lavishly adorned inside and out. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Momıne Khatun Mausoleum 
The city of Nakchivan’s main attraction, the Momine Khatun Mausoleum is a well-restored 12th century edifice also referred to as “Atabek 
Gumbezi.” Momine Khatun was the Atabek Eldegiz emirate ruler Eldegizid Atabek Jahan Pahlivan’s wife, and the monument has 10 sides, all 
intricately decorated with Kufic script, geometric patterns and turquoise-glazed bricks. The building dates back to 1186. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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The Latıf Karımov Carpet Museum 
Also referred to as the State Museum of Azerbaijan Carpet and Applied Art, the museum is centrally located in Baku and houses a collection of 
Azerbaijani rugs and carpets made using different weaving materials and techniques from various eras. Dating back to 1967, it was first 
housed in the old town’s 15th century Juma Mosque. In 1992, the museum was moved to its current location, which was once the Lenin 
Museum. 

Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 
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Major Attractıons ın Azerbaıjan 

Heydar Әlıyev Cultural Centre 
Vast and jaw-droppingly original, this Zaha Hadid building is a majestic statement of fluid 21st-century architecture forming abstract waves 
and peaks that seem to melt together. The real delight is simply pondering and photographing the extraordinary exterior from ever-changing 
angles. The interior hosts concerts and several exhibition spaces including a permanent collection featuring the gifts received by Azerbaijan's 
presidents. 
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Azerbaıjan Cuısıne	  
Local culture is also defined by its food. 
Azerbaijan cuisine influenced by many other 
neighboring countries including Iran, India, 
Central Asia, the Middle East, and Turkey, and 
the results are a blend of flavor that is unique 
and distinctive. Lamb is typically the main 
ingredient; seasoned with cinnamon, coriander 
and saffron. The most traditional place to eat is 
the yemekhane, which is often attached to a 
teahouse or Chayhana. You will also find 
plenty of Azeri restaurants where you can 
enjoy barbecues with staples like bread, cheese 
and yogurt. 

Plov, Saj, Buglama, Dolma, Badımcan Dolması, Jiz-biz, Baliq Levengi, Piti, Kükü 


