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Albanıa 
Considered for generations 
the most insular, mysterious, 
and secretive nation in 
Europe, Albania has broken 
away from its troubled past 
and charms visitors with its 
openness, accessibility, and 
wonder. No longer a land of 
blood feuds and absolute 
d i c t a t o r s h i p ; m o d e r n 
Albania has been recognized 
by many authorities as one 
of the most exciting and 
rewarding off-the-beaten-
path tourist destinations in 
Europe. 
For such a small country, 
Albania packs in a multitude 
of possibilities, with alpine 
scenery, pristine beaches, 
and lush landscapes, all with 
an abundance of culture and 
history on show. The sights 
are as diverse as the people 
who live in this ancient land, 
which trace back to Graeco-
Roman times. But now?just 
two decades after Albania 
emerged from the dark 
shadow of political unrest?is 
the time to visit while its 
secrets are largely intact and 
ripe for discovery. 
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How to get there? 
 
Mother Teresa International Airport is Albania’s only airport - domestic or international - and is located 16 miles (26kms) to the 
northwest of Tirana. The premises was upgraded and modernized with a new passenger terminal and various infrastructure 
improvements in 2008. 
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What to do ın Albanıa? 
 
From the leafy boulevards of Albania’s capital, to the 
rustic charm and UNESCO-protected sights of the 
hinterland, the country’s villages, towns, and cities 
will find easy appeal among urban adventurers. For 
those who appreciate the great outdoors, vast 
swathes of forested highlands, with their awe-
inspiring rock formations, waterfalls, and trails, 
await those daring enough to discover them. The 
serene and picturesque lowlands, meanwhile, give 
valuable insight into how the Mediterranean coast 
was in ancient times. 
 
For many, the wild majesty of the Albanian Alps and 
Balkan mountain chains symbolizes the best of what 
the country has to offer. There is no doubting the 
natural beauty of these imposing ranges, with their 
breathtaking peaks, valleys, and rivers, but there is 
so much more to this remarkable little country than 
its sheer landscapes. Albania has something to suit 
everyone, from the lush countryside, the virgin 
beaches and blue waters of the coast, and the 
pleasant and historic towns scattered across the 
country. 
 
•   Trek through the Albania Alps 
•   Relax along miles of beaches in the Albania 

Riviera 
•   Explore the capital city, Tirana 
•   Cycle the northeastern or southeastern interior 
•   Go back in time at heritage sites, Berat and 

Gjirokaster 
•   Meet the friendly locals 
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Tırana 
Lively, colourful Tirana is the beating heart of Albania, where this tiny nation's hopes and dreams coalesce into a vibrant whirl of traffic, brash 
consumerism and unfettered fun. Having undergone a transformation of extraordinary proportions since awaking from its communist slumber 
in the early 1990s, Tirana's centre is now unrecognisable, with buildings painted in primary colours, and public squares and pedestrianised 
streets that are a pleasure to wander. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Natıonal Museum of Hıstory 
The capital city’s National Museum of History is perfect for soaking up the dramatic political and social changes that have taken place here. 
The upper level has an exhibition devoted to one of Albania’s favorite daughters, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, while its coverage of 20th century 
events is especially thoughtful and poignant. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Skanderbeg Square 
Albania has had a long and fascinating history, and this massive pavilion alone can provide a rich lesson into some of its main chapters. 
Located right in the center of Tirana, Skanderbeg Square is dedicated to Gjergj Kastrioti, Albania’s most beloved hero, and houses an 
equestrian statue to the great man on one of its sides. This monument to Albanian greatness, however, sits in contrast to some of the buildings 
on the square, namely the Soviet-style architecture of the National Museum of History, the former offices of the Sigurimi (the dreaded 
Communist-era secret police), and government buildings constructed by Mussolini, the Italian fascist. Together, these edifices and others 
provide a poignant retrospective of Albania’s remarkable story. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Bunk'Art 
This fantastic conversion – from a massive cold war bunker on the outskirts of Tirana into a history and contemporary art museum – is Albania's 
most exciting new sight and easily a Tirana highlight. With almost 3000 sq metres of space underground spread over several floors, the bunker 
was built for Albania's political elite in the 1970s and remained a secret for much of its existence. Now it hosts exhibits that combine the modern 
history of Albania with pieces of contemporary art. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Berat 
Berat weaves its own very special magic, and is easily a highlight of visiting Albania. Its most striking feature is the collection of white 
Ottoman houses climbing up the hill to its castle, earning it the title of 'town of a thousand windows' and helping it join Gjirokastra on the list of 
Unesco World Heritage sites in 2008. Its rugged mountain setting is particularly evocative when the clouds swirl around the tops of the 
minarets, or break up to show the icy peak of Mt Tomorri. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Berat Cıtadel 
Located in central Albania, a three hour drive south of Tirana, Berat is both a sizeable working city and a charming medieval township. Its 
citadel quarter has been well preserved over the years to the point that it was inscribed a UNESCO World Heritage site. Protecting a number of 
beautiful old churches and house full of character, while this is a great place for visitors to explore, it also provides some spellbinding views of 
the city below and all the way to the holy Mount Tomorri far in the distance. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Onufrı Museum 
The Onufri Museum is situated in the Kala quarter's biggest church, Church of the Dormition of St Mary (Kisha Fjetja e Shën Mërisë). The 
church itself dates from 1797 and was built on the foundations of an earlier 10th-century chapel. Today Onufri's spectacular 16th-century 
religious paintings are displayed along with the church's beautifully gilded 19th-century iconostasis. Don't miss the chapel behind the 
iconostasis, or its painted cupola, whose frescoes are now faded almost to invisibility. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Gjırokastra Castle 
Gjirokastra's eerie hilltop castle is one of the biggest in the Balkans and is definitely worth the steep walk up from the Old Town. The castle 
remains somewhat infamous due to its use as a prison under the communists. Inside there's an eerie collection of armoury, two good museums, 
a recovered US Air Force jet shot down during the communist era, and a hilariously hard-to-use audiotour that's included in your entry fee. The 
views across the valley are simply superb. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Cold War Tunnel 
Gjirokastra's most interesting sight in no way relates to its traditional architecture, but instead to its far more modern kind: this is a giant bunker 
built deep under the castle for use by the local authorities during the full-scale invasion Hoxha was so paranoid about. Built in secret during the 
1960s, it has 80 rooms and its existence remained unknown to locals until the 1990s. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Butrıntı 
Just a stone’s throw from the Greek island of Corfu lies the ancient ruins of Butrinti, a UNESCO World Heritage site. This classical city is 
renowned for its beauty and size, and is surrounded by what is now an expansive national park. Greeks first descended on Butrinti from Corfu 
in the 6th century BC and the town quickly amassed prestige and wealth. Within a century, they had become a trading city with stone walls and 
an acropolis. Over the years, the Romans and the Byzantines also arrived, making today’s ruins a must-see for anyone interested in classical 
archaeology. 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Lake Koman 
The dramatic scenery of northern Albania, just south of the Kosovo and Montenegro borders, provides the backdrop for the glassy waters of Lake 
Koman. A ferry trip along the length of this waterway provides a memorable experience of untouched landscape. However, the journey also has its 
own punch line: an optical illusion towards its conclusion gives the impression that you are sailing into one of the steep walls of the gorge until, at 
the very last minute, the water opens up again as you maneuver into a passageway between two vertical walls of stone. It is a magical experience.  

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Durrës 
Durrës, home to the biggest seaport in the country, is located 34 km away from Tirana. It is the most ancient city in Albania, with almost 3,000 
years of history. Its foundation dates back to 627 B.C. when the Corinthians and settlers from Corcyra invaded the Illyrian territory of the 
Taulants. The city is home to many ancient archaeological sites and finds. The most notable tourist attraction in Durrës is the amphitheater of 
the Roman Emperor Hadrian with 15,000 seats, the second biggest amphitheater in the Balkans . 

Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 
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Major Attractıons ın Albanıa 

The coastlıne 
The coastline is always a place to go, with its clear turquoise seas, and its many islands cast upon it, like in Ksamil, Vlore and Saranda, the 
southern most coastal city in Albania. Note that the coastline stretching to the north from Vlore to the Montenegrin border is flat and contains 
sand beaches.You can visit seaside towns such as Shengjin, Durres and Vlore and enjoy the curative sands of Velipoje. To the south of Vlore, 
the Albanian Riviera is made up of rocky or gravel like shores with spectacular turquoise waters. Llogara Pass is a mountain pass located at the 
start of the Riviera near Llogara National Park which offers a majestic view of the riviera from above. Nearby is found Cesar's Pass, the place 
where Julius Cesar is said to have passed in his pursuit of Pompey. 
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Albanıan Cuısıne	  
Clearly influenced by the fare of nearby countries like Italy, Greece, and Turkey, Albanian cuisine has his own distinct character and a number of regional 
variations. Meat - mainly lamb, beef, chicken, and rabbit - is used heavily and complemented by a variety of Mediterranean herbs and vegetables. Stews are 
popular, as are salads and pies so even the most remote village will be able to provide a decent meal at a snip. Many Albanians enjoy liquor, not least raki, 
the local plum- or grape-based firewater, and the ubiquitous Birra Korca brew. It is not unusual for an Albanian to enjoy a shot or two of raki with breakfast, 
to help them wake up, of course. 
 

Freshly Caught Shrimp, Fëgesë, Tavë Kosi, Perime Në Scarë, Fileto Pule Me Panna Dhe Kerpudha, Speca me Glizë, Byrek Mangalemi 


